The Field Guide / Holly Black and Tony DiTerlizzi
When the Grace children go to stay at their Great Aunt Lucinda’s worn Victorian
house, they discover a field guide to fairies and other creatures and begin to have some
unusual experiences. First book in the Spiderwick Chronicles series.
The Half-a-Moon Inn / Paul Fleishman
While looking for his lost mother in a blizzard, a boy becomes the prisoner of the evil
owner of the Half-a-Moon Inn who forces him to pry into people’s dreams.
Pure Dead Magic / Debi Gliori
In this funny and outrageous fantasy, three children try to save their missing sibling
and their Scottish castle home with the aide of magic, their mysterious governess, and a
giant spider. First book in the Pure Dead Magic series.
The Shrinking of Treehorn / Florence Heide
Nobody believes Treehorn when he tells them he is shrinking, until he discovers a magical solution. First in the Treehorn series.
The Trolls / Polly Horvath
Funny, eccentric Aunt Polly tells three children about their very unusual family history.
Dial-A-Ghost / Eva Ibbotson
Fulton Snodde-Brittle hires some terrifying ghosts to scare his nephew to death.
Seven Spiders Spinning / Gregory Maguire
Seven prehistoric tarantulas bring both love and revenge to a present-day Vermont elementary school. First book in the Hamlet Chronicles series.
Count Karlstein / Philip Pullman
A wicked uncle plots to leave his two orphaned nieces in the Switzerland mountains as
prey for the Demon Huntsman and his ghostly hounds.
The Mysterious Benedict Society / Trenton Lee Stewart
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret
mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened. First book in the Mysterious Benedict Society series.
Peppermints in the Parlor / Barbara Brooks Wallace
Left at a boarding school by Aunt and Uncle Twice, eleven-year-old Emily finds horrors
even greater than those she faced at Sugar Hill Hall, especially after she gets word that
her inheritance is lost. Also try other titles by this author.
The Mysterious Howling / Maryrose Wood
Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent graduate of the Swanburne Academy
for Poor Bright Females, is hired as governess to three young children who have been
raised by wolves. First book in the Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place series.
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If you like

A Series of Unfortunate Events
try these books
Check out these great suggestions from the Mt. Lebanon Public Library
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase / Joan Aiken
Two cousins are left in the care of an evil governess at the forbidding estate Willoughby
Chase and have a series of fast-paced, mysterious adventures featuring villains, close
calls, and resourceful children. First book in the Wolves Chronicles series.
Also try the author’s Arabel & Mortimer series about a little girl and her raven.
Horton Halfpott, or, The Fiendish Mystery of Smugwick Manor / Tom Angleberger
Horton, an upstanding kitchen boy in a castle in nineteenth-century England, becomes
embroiled in a mystery surrounding a series of thefts, which is also connected to the
pursuit of a very eligible and wealthy young lady’s affections.
A House Called Awful End / Philip Ardaugh
When his ill parents become “a bit crinkly round the edges,” eleven year-old Eddie
Dickens is taken in by Mad Uncle Jack and Mad Aunt Maude. First book in the Eddie
Dickens series.
The Anybodies / Julianna Baggott
Fern discovers that her real father is an Anybody—he can change into somebody or
something else—but he needs her help in finding a lost book to restore his powers
before his arch enemy “The Miser” finds it first. During their adventure-filled quest,
Fern discovers amazing powers of her own. First in the Anybodies series.
The House with a Clock in Its Walls / John Bellairs
A boy goes to live with his magician uncle in a mansion that has a hidden clock which
is ticking off the minutes until doomsday. First book in the Lewis Barnavelt series.
Also try the author’s Johnny Dixon and Professor Childermass series.
The Name of This Book Is Secret / Pseudonymous Bosch
Two eleven-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and stop the
evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais, who are searching for the secret of immortality.
First book in the Secret series.
Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of Hypnotism / Georgia Byng
In the miserable Hardwick House Orphanage, run by the evil Miss Adderstone and her
pug dog Gordon Boils, Molly Moon discovers she has the ability to hypnotize anybody
to do anything she wants. First book in the Molly Moon series.
The Witches / Roald Dahl
A young boy and his Norwegian grandmother, who is an expert on witches, together
foil a witch’s plot to destroy the world’s children by turning them into mice.
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