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OUR VISION

Mt. Lebanon Public Library, located in a community that aspires to be safe, 
welcoming, connected, and dynamic, offers MORE: learning, laughter, 
exploration, and empowerment.

OUR MISSION

Mt Lebanon Public Library (MLPL) will provide for all patrons an inclusive, welcoming environ-
ment of intellectual enrichment, creativity and enjoyment, and a forum to exchange ideas by 
providing top-tier programs, materials, services, and community support.

•	 PROGRAMS: To provide program participants of all ages with culturally rich, broadly represen-
tative and authentic programs by presenters that represent the diversity of our community and 
world.

•	 MATERIALS: To provide robust, dynamic collections of physical and electronic resources from 
diverse perspectives and voices that meet the needs of today’s patrons, from young children to 
seniors. To provide access to up-to-date technology resources and to educate patrons in their use.

•	 SERVICE: To build a dedicated, informed team of library staff members who will create a welcom-
ing and inclusive environment based on mutual respect, honesty, and accountability. To provide 
safe and accessible physical and virtual spaces that meet the needs of our patrons.

•	 COMMUNITY: To support our community through partnerships with civic groups and organizations 
and involvement in local events. To actively work with schools and learning institutions. To  
consciously promote inclusion and equitable treatment of all patrons, volunteers, and staff  
members. To work with community schools, partners, and other entities to encourage diversity 
within the community.

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The board of trustees is a seven- 

member governing board. Each  

member is eligible to serve two three-

year terms and is appointed by the municipal-

ity of Mt. Lebanon. The board’s duties include 

advocacy, policy adoption and revision, and 

general support.  

2021 BOARD
•	 Evan Jones, President
•	 Mary Menk, Vice-President
•	 Lorna Kearns, Secretary
•	 Marcia Taylor, Treasurer
•	 Christine Menand
•	 Eve Reynolds
•	 Bob Taylor
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2021 ANNUAL REPORT
“Never be afraid to turn the page; there is a whole book ahead.” 
						                ― Omar Sharif

Although at times it felt like 2020 never ended, the 2021  
calendar year for us was a new chapter in the COVID-19 
pandemic, if not yet a new book. Within the ebb and flow 

of the coronavirus cases, the library focused on making efforts to 
move forward and provide even more programming, services, and 
resources while keeping staff and patrons safe. 

The characters in our library story struggled with ever-shifting 
masking requirements, ever-changing library services and hours, 
and the ever-present worry for family, friends, and personal health. 
However, we worked together to complete a strategic plan that  
focused on making our library even more welcoming and  
accessible. We moved outside the walls to meet our patrons where 
we could—from grab ’n go craft bags and Farmers’ Markets to 
preschools and street fairs. We became experts at virtual programming and beefed up our virtual 
resources while making browsing in the library easy and fun again. Through it all, we kept our library’s 
vision to offer MORE in mind and celebrated another rewarding and successful year.

Although as I write this the pandemic chapters of our lives aren’t yet over, the resilience and experi-
ence we have gained during this time will serve us well in the chapters ahead—including 2022, Mt. 
Lebanon Public Library’s 90th anniversary year. We will continue to prevail over this ongoing adver-
sity with flexibility, strength, and pride in our accomplishments. 

				  
										                   Robyn E. Vittek, Director

Library Director Robyn Vittek, at left, 
with Mt. Lebanon High School senior 
Alaina Smith, the 2021 David Kenneth 
Held Memorial Scholarship recipient. 

STRATEGIC PLAN

After emerging from the COVID-19 crisis, the 
Library Board and staff recognized the need 
to move the library forward deliberately in or-

der to continue providing amazing library service in a 
changed environment. Library Director Robyn Vittek 
spearheaded the process to create a strategic plan 
with each segment of the plan carefully considered 
by all parties involved in collaboration. The committee 
sought feedback about library trends and initiatives 
from other library directors and key stakeholders, incor-
porated feedback from the library’s Harwood Institute                             
Community Conversations, and participated in exer-
cises to determine shared values and training needs. 
The committee created a new vision and mission 
statement as well as SMART strategic actions to realize 
the library’s mission. Emphasis was given to support-
ing diversity, equity, and inclusion, green practices, and 
improved communication with community partners.

The board will review the plan twice yearly to  
celebrate accomplishments, add new actions, and  
ensure relevance. After working for months with 
the entire library staff, the Board of Trustees, and 
Municipal Manager Keith McGill, the Library Board 
approved the strategic plan on June 15, 2021. Board 
President Evan Jones and Robyn Vittek presented 
the plan to the Mt. Lebanon Commissioners on June 
22, 2021.

Thanks to the following collaborators: 
•	 Library Administration Team: Robyn Vittek,  

Sharon Bruni, Jeremy White, Nick Kish
•	 Library Board of Trustees and Library Staff
•	 Library Board Commission Liaison Leeann  

Foster, Municipal Manager Keith McGill, and  
Assistant Municipal Manager Ian McMeans

•	 Consultant Rex Gatto of Gatto Associates LLC
•	 Friends of the Mt. Lebanon Library Board  

President Susan Tracey
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SOCIAL MEDIA & E-NEWS

Mt. Lebanon Public Library’s social media following continued to grow in 2021 with Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, and e-newsletters and e-blasts serving as important avenues to get 
information out to the public accurately and quickly. Our social media also served as a way 

to keep patrons up-to-date on services, programs, and our collection. Facebook followers increased 
nearly 5 percent in 2021. By year’s end we had 1,387 instagram followers and 1,576 Twitter followers. 
Our e-newsletters and e-blasts went out to more than 3,300 subscribers. 
 
After the COVID-19 quarantines ended and the library reopened to the public, we changed the name 
of our Facebook group from “Mt Lebanon Library Alone-Together” to “Lebo Reads.” People use the 
group to discuss books, share reading suggestions, and post book-related tidbits. The group grew by 
15 percent in 2021. A “Question of the Month” kept people engaged, and we selected one responder 
at random monthly to win a prize (usually books donated by The Book Cellar). 

2021 OPERATION REVENUE & SUPPORT
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OUR VALUE

Even with COVID-19 related 

hurdles and complications, 

Mt. Lebanon Public Library 

continued to offer exceptional value 

to the community.  

 

In 2021, the cost per resident for 

Mt. Lebanon Public Library services 

was $50.33*. That’s the cost of a 
couple hardback bestsellers. 
*based on municipal funding only (not RAD, 
State, or table gaming)

5,084
 

reference questions  
answered

132,484

 
e-books, & audio/video  

circulated

469,216

books borrowed

14,992 
adults, teens, children attended

1,771 
live & virtual programs

668,672

total circulation for 2021

8,463 

uses of library computers

recorded programs

1,39116,720

active library card holders

140,122

library visits

5

113,275

 
interlibrary loan items  

provided to other libraries



PATRON SUPPORT   
a few of the many comments we received this year 

•	 I love studying here! Thank you guys for 
all you do!

•	 Auggie picked up his prize bag 
today. It is so great! You really 
nailed what a 7th grader would 
like in a prize bag. Our library 
has always been great, but the 
addition of a teen library has 
been such a positive change. 
Thank you for all you do! 

•	 We love how creative you 
have been through all of this! 
We love all you do! Thank 
you!

•	 What a wonderful presentation! 
Dr. Roberts is a gifted speaker 
and an admirable intellect who 
seems devoted to the truth. 
Thanks to her for finding and 
sharing these little-known  
historical facts, and thanks to you for bring-
ing her to us.

•	 Thank you for the generosity of the library in 
funding the Hannibal Johnson program. As 

always, you lead one of the 
community’s biggest assets.

•	 I’m writing to express appre-
ciation of Ms. Rachel’s help 
in the children’s section of Mt. 
Lebanon Library earlier this 
week. Rachel was an incred-
ible resource for us and spent 
a considerable amount of time 
putting together an age-appro-
priate collection in a variety of 
formats. We walked out with 
FOURTEEN books that my son 
and I are enjoying and that we 
are finding quite helpful. I really 
appreciate Rachel’s kindness, 
knowledgeability and enthusi-
asm. Thank you for a fantastic 

experience!
•	 I enjoy coming here... everyone is very kind 

and helpful.

GRANTS & AWARDS 

We are grateful to the Kathryn DiNardo 
Foundation for their continued 
support of Mt. Lebanon Public 

Library's Speaker Series. Their gen-
erous annual grant of $10,000 will 
allow the Speaker Series to  
continue to offer inspiring and 
informative Speaker Series events 
moving forward. 

We also wish to thank Matt's Maker 
Space for their ongoing support of our 
STEAM Programs, the Jack Buncher Foun-
dation for their tremendous generosity in support-
ing the county-wide Love Your Library fundraising 
campaign, Allegheny County Library Associa-

tion for its support of our Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion programming, and the Mt. Lebanon 

Community Foundation and the He-
lene Bush Trust for their support of 

our adult programming with their 
generous contributions to Mt. Leba-
non Public Library.

Finally, we wish to extend a heart-
felt thank you to the Friends of Mt. 

Lebanon Public Library for their  
tremendous ongoing support of the  

library. Through their generosity the library is 
able to maintain our Book Stop and Media Stop 
collections as well as present a wide selection 
of diverse programs.
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FACILITIES UPGRADES

The library roof was replaced in 2021 
and now sports a new white  
membrane surface that reflects in-

stead of absorbs heat to help with cooling in 
the warmer months. Roofing insulation was 
increased as well to meet current energy 
codes, driving down the demand on heating 
and cooling systems in the facility, further 
reducing energy consumption.  

Working with municipal IT and Public Works 
departments and using Keystone Grant 
funds, the library implemented fob-based  
Access Controls, which puts the library in line 
with other municipal buildings and increases 
security.  

Installing doors and dividers in our formerly 
open study carrel rooms created four new 
quiet study rooms for public use.

We moved our magazines collection nearer 
our fiction section to make room for an  
expanded display area. New tables were 
puchased for displays. 

TOP: We did some rearranging—moving the magazines 
to newly installed shelves (top)—to create more space for 
special displays. ABOVE: The children’s library closed for 
a few days during the installation of a new roof; but we 
moved a number of children’s items to the adult library and 
refreshed them often to provide the public with continued 
access.

Regular maintenance included window washing.
This crew made the windows sparkle while 
making staff smile.
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FRIENDS OF MT LEBANON LIBRARY

BOOK CELLAR  
COORDINATORS

FRIENDS BOARD
Susan Tracey, President
Harold Hall, Vice President
Eileen Jacobs, Secretary
Jennifer Bibb Hisdorf, Treasurer
Cherie Moshier

Susan Tracey
Judi McCarthy
Eileen Jacobs     
Barbara Doherty
Mandy Mitchell
Susan Bloom

2021 was another year of change and  
challenge for the Friends of the Mt. Lebanon 
Public Library. Sadly, our president, David 

McKibben, passed away in early January, and we 
were still operating under the constraints of CO-
VID-19. In response to these challenges, our fund-
raising opportunities were both bold and creative.
One of the first things we did as a board was to 
amend the bylaws to include a succession plan.  
We also reorganized the board. 
The Friends’ online shop thrived in 2021 with sales 
of $11,558. While the sales are quantifiable, they 
are not yet predictable. Mandy Mitchell and Susan 
Bloom continue to manage the online shop. The 
online shop is at: mt-lebanon-book cellar.myshopify.
com. With the success and the profitability of us-
ing Shopify, we ceased using Amazon in the fall of 
2021.
Our plant sale date was changed from the same 
day as the Garden Tour to the Saturday before 
Mother’s Day. In addition to the plants donated by 
our local gardeners, we sold plants from Janoski’s, 
a local farm, and from the Bidwell Center. The  
majority of the plants were presold and picked up 
prior to or day-of the sale, but we had extra plants 
available for the sale. The sale was held on the 
front lawn of the library and included a book table, 
a raffle basket table, and a table with flower pots 
and bird houses decorated by volunteers. The sale 
raised $6,500. 
Throughout the year, we were continually measur-
ing risk vs. safety to determine our ability to open 
the Book Cellar store. On June 29, we reopened 
with limited hours. Of our 124 volunteers, 42  

returned. As risk lessened, more volunteers 
returned. Between June 29 and December 
31, Book Cellar sales totaled $22,800.  
We took part in the one-day Give Big Pitts-
burgh event, receiving $3,215 in donations.  
Our annual January beer event went virtual. 
We partnered with Hitchhiker Brewery, who 
sold special packs of beer to “attendees.” The 
event raised more than $2,000.    
We had planned for a live September beer 
event in the courtyard—and sold out in one 
day—but we were forced to cancel when CO-
VID-19 numbers skyrocketed. Tickets were 
refunded, but we received $120 in donations.
The Beer events were co-chaired by M.A. 
Jackson and Bob Hagerty.

—Susan Tracey
President

The Book Cellar used book store reopened June 
29, and sales have been brisk.
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SPEAKERS 

Caroline Kim joined us via Zoom in June to discuss her latest short 
story collection, The Prince of Mournful Thoughts and Other  
Stories, which explores what it means to be human through the 

Korean diaspora. Caroline won the 2020 Drue Heinz Literature Prize.

In September, author Hannibal B. Johnson (pictured at right), 
author of Black Wall Street 100: An American City Grapples with its Histori-
cal Racial Trauma and chair of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial 
Commission, spoke at Mt. Lebanon High School to commemorate the  
centenary of the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921. The event, co-sponsored 
by the Historical Society of Mount Lebanon, included an informal discus-
sion with Mt. Lebanon High School History teacher Pete DiNardo.

Beth Kissileff, co-editor of Bound in the Bond of Life: Pittsburgh  
Writers Reflect on the Tree of Life Tragedy,  joined us via Zoom in Octo-
ber to commemorate the third anniversary of the Squirrel Hill Tree of Life 
Tragedy in which a lone gunman killed 11 people and injured six more in 
the deadliest anti-Semitic attack in American history. The essays in the 
Bound in the Bond of Life anthology—written by local journalists, academ-
ics, spiritual leaders, and other community members—reveal a city’s attempts to come to terms with 
an unfathomable horror. 

In November, Dr. Alaina E. Roberts (pictured at right)—author, University of Pittsburgh  
history professor, and Phillis Wheatly Book Award winning author—spoke at Mt. Lebanon High 
School about her recently released award winning book I’ve Been Here All the While, which  
examines the complex history of Indigenous and Black People in Oklahoma in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. The event was co-sponsored by the Mount Lebanon Historical Society. 

PARTNERSHIPS

In 2021, we continued our partnerships with, 
among others: the Career Development  
Center at the JFCS Pittsburgh, Family  

Hospice, Himalayan Institute, Veterans Break-
fast Club, the Alzheimer’s Association, League 
of Women Voters, Literacy Pittsburgh, the Pitts-
burgh Children’s Museum, the Heinz History 
Center, Mt. Lebanon Nature Conservancy, the 
Audubon Society of Western PA, and the Histori-
cal Society of Mount Lebanon.
Other partnerships include:
•	 Matt’s Maker Space funded a fourth Year of 

Making at the library. 
•	 Mt Lebanon Partnership’s Love Lebo  

Learning Series, a video collection that  

focused on local busineses.
•	 Denis Theatre Foundation and the League of 

Women Voters worked in collaboration with us 
to plan and implement a Democracy in Ameri-
ca series.

Working with the Mt. Lebanon DEI Committee, we 
helped celebrate Juneteenth and Lebo Green for 
Earth Day.
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TURNING THE PAGE

Turning a page in the COVID-19 pandemic 
chapter of our library’s story, 2021 was 
a year when the library staff were better 
equipped to navigate the unpredictability 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff experimented 
with ways to expand the virtual program experi-
ence by utilizing web cameras and encouraging 
more audience participation in virtual live events.  
Early in the year when we were operating with 
fewer hours, our staff curated surprise bags with 
themes such as Zen in a Bag and Armchair Travel 
Adventures, which  
allowed us to bring the 
browsing experience 
home to our patrons 
through contact-free 
pickup. In the Children’s 
Library, we continued 
to offer Book Bundles 
even after the library 
was open to the public. 
People love being able 
to fill out an online form 
in the wee hours after 
the kids go to bed and 
pick up a bag of books 
the next day. 
Our children’s virtual 
story times resumed a 
regular, weekly schedule 
and were uploaded to 
the website so patrons 
could go back and watch as they wish. For exam-
ple, the Halloween story time recording from 2020 
continued to get hits through 2021. One parent 
recently told a librarian that they discovered her 
archived recorded story times and watched them 
daily. 
Mid-year brought a return to full service hours, a 
few weeks of lowered restrictions and the expan-
sion of some outdoor programs and gatherings. 
Throughout the summer we held our library-wide 
summer reading program for all ages with multiple 
weekly virtual events for adults, as well as  
in-person outdoor events such as our popular  
Concerts in the Courtyard series. 
Library staff participated in First Friday events 
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Librarian Eric Meisberger and the rest of our staff are 
always ready to help!

throughout the summer, and hosted a craft booth 
and book sale at the Mt. Lebanon Artists’ Market 
in October. Library staff also interacted with fami-
lies at the Lions Club’s Farmers’ Market. 
In August, we formally paid our respects to  
beloved former Friends of the Mt. Lebanon Public 
Library president and long-time library supporter, 
David McKibben, in a memorial service and Rose 
Expo at the Mt. Lebanon Evangelical Presbyte-
rian Church.
Story times and preschool outreach moved out 

to the courtyard in the 
fall. The kids spent a lot 
of time looking at faces 
and watching each 
other. We made it nine 
weeks in a row outside, 
which is saying a lot in 
Pittsburgh!
One week, two little girls 
were playing with the 
flannel board after story 
time, sharing the pieces 
and delighting in put-
ting them on the board. 
One of the girls very 
gently reached out and 
touched the other girl’s 
hand and smiled. Her 
mother told a librarian 
through tears that it was 

the first time her daughter had ever played with 
another child. 
Our youth book groups and the teen “Mental 
Health Mondays” program also moved to the 
courtyard in the fall. Thanks to the addition of 
bistro lighting and personal camping lanterns, 
we were able to meet regularly outside in a safe 
environment. The kids (and adults) really loved 
having “courtyard classes.”
In 2021, we never did get ‘back to normal,’ but 
were able to move forward from our 2020 “Open 
While Closed” operations. Library staff continued 
to adapt to an ever-changing environment and by 
remaining flexible and creative, provided patrons 
with needed programs, materials, and services.



donors who supported 
the 2021 annual appeal
Anonymous (4)
Howard & Margaret Alex
Vesselin & Maria Alexandrov
Maria Allen
American Legion Post #156
John & Judy Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Atwood
Frani Averbach
Lyn Babcock
Ellie Bahm
Lois Balk
Lydia Balogh
Madeline Barkley
Nancy R. Barkman
Ann Bart
Betty Belle
Amit Bhatia
Shirley Bianco
Ina Block
E.J. Bognar Inc.
Gurney Bolster
Lauren Bossers
Geraldine Branik
Karen & Robert Brown
Ron Brown
Joan Brown
Louise Bucci
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Buerger
Sarah & Chuck Buffington
James Bukes
Pam Burnette
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Bursick
Julie Buschman
Annette Calgaro
Nicholas R. Cardello
Trish Carlson
Claudia Caruso
Kathy Carvlin
Dolores Casali
The Hon. & Mrs. David Cashman
Lindsay Cashman
Gerald N. Chotiner
Christopher & Jacquelyn Christman
Charles & Amie Chulack
Brian Clary
Nancy T. & William S. Conover II 
Fund
Shirley & William S. Conover Fund
Julie Conway
Jason & Kathy Cort
The Cottage Bridge Foundation
Vicki Cremonese
Lynn Crogan
Nancy Custer
Joan Davin
Diane Davis
Barb Delaney
Jim DelBianco
Ronna Delitto
Larry & Patti DiCicco
Dallas DiLeo
Mr. & Mrs. James DiPiero

Maria Dougherty
Mary Beth Dougherty
Sara & Tom Dougherty
Liz Downs
Theodore Drobotij
Craig T. Duda
Gerry Dudley
Philip & Susan Duvall
Paula Elliott
Louise Farbman
Susan L. Farrell
Paul & Sheila Feldman
Dorothy Fels
Joe & Rosemary Ferruzza
Jeffrey & Mary Fischer
Richard & Cheryl Fischler
Brenda Flick
Krista Ford
Selena Fosnaught
Mark & Marilyn Francis
Jennifer Franz
Helene Friedland
Robert & Ann Fronduti
Nicholas & Andrea Galli
Laurie Garvey
Connie Gavett
Kristina Gibson
Paul Gibson
John & Lindsey Gilkes
Ollie & Vivi Gilkes
Charlie Goettler
Paula Goldstein
Joyce A. Gorman
Sylvain Goyette
Earl Graham
Rosa Graudins
Laura Greco
Lee & Joan Gregory
Teresa Gregory
Karen Greenberg
Donna Greene
Bob & Peggy Groover
Purisima T. Guerrero, MD.
Rong Guo
Lynn & Bob Hagan
Maureen Haggarty
George & Mary Halkias
Joshua Hall
Kathleen Hammer
June & Ed Hanraty
Mike Haran
Julie A. Hauser
Richard Headley
David Hecht
Brian Henry
Sharon & David Hicks
Juliet Highberger
Karen Himmler
Norma K. Hoag
David G. Holzworth
Lisa & Tim Honkala
Julia Ward Howe Elementary School 
PTA
Geoffrey Hurd

Cherie Ivory
Manher B. Jariwala
Ralph Jenkins
Kari Jensen & Michael Seaman
Todd Jindra
Joyce Johnson
Carl Johnson & Deborah Landen
Gail & Phillip Jones
Lucy T. Jones
Will Joseph
Loretta Kapp
Martin & Mary Keib
Gerrie Ketler
Virginia & Paul Kleist
The Klesta Family
Raymond & Alicyn Kozlowski
Elaine Kramer
Sandra Krivonyak
James Krugh
Becky Krusec
Leslie Kunkel
Stuart & Donna Kurland
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Landay
Sharon Lebon
Diana Lennon
Linda Levitt
Emil Levkulich
Margaret Lindquist
Jennifer Lofgren
Barbara Logan
Wendy Long
Catherine Loughran
Martha Lynch
Robert & Debra Magee
Patrick & Sandra Mahon
Rachel M. Maldonado
Nandini Mandal
Diane Markovich
Joan & Richard Markovich
Christine Martin
Christine Martin
David Maxwell
Heather McCague
Elise McCallum
Darla McCormack
McDowell Family Fund
Bernie & Verna McGinley
Kevin & Carlene McGinty
Carroll McGowan
Sharon McGraw
Alex McKnight
Ann McStay
James Mellett
Mary Menk
The Mentz-Johns Family
Patricia Meute
Carmela Miller
Marjorie Mills
Dana Milyak
Theodore & Janice Mirra
Dave & Lota Mitchell
Benjamin & Courtney Montgomery
David Montgomery
Pam Moore

Peter & Cathy Morgan
Rick & Peggy Morycz
Carolyn G. Mozlack
Anne G. Muhl
Brian & Linda Murphy
Michele Myers
Christine Nabors
Betty Nave
Anne Neel
Elaine Nellas
Robert & Carol Neu
Richard Ninesteel
Joan Nolte
Ruth Novice
Annette Obuchowski
Patricia O’Connell
Alice Ognibene
Jennifer Panza
Stephen & Michelle Patrick
Diane Patterson
Cynthia Paul
Ian & Toni Payner
Michalina Pendzich
Qiuju Peng
Michael & Kathleen Pennesi
Susan Pettigrew
Andrew Phillips
Erica Pipitone
Valeriy Plokhovskyy
Teresa Pollock
Kathryn Powell
Suzanne Powers
Amy Quinlan
John Raczkiewicz & Angela Bradick
Richard Raiff
Arthur & Virginia Ramicone
Mindy Ranney
Mary Ann Raymer
Loraine B. Reed
Diana & Denny Reeser
Jim & Beth Reilly
Spring Capital Partners, LLC on behalf 
of Max Reimann
Carl & Kathryn Remensky
Nancy J. Reynolds
Eve Reynolds
Frances Roberti
Paula Robin
Linda Roman
Julianne Rakowich-Rose & John Rose
Jarod Rosenthal
Christopher Rotz
Ronald Rubenfield
Rochelle B. Rudoy
Kevin Ryan
Alison Sahner
Jan & Larry Sargert
Jonathan & Veronica Schmerling
Alan & Bernice Schorr
Kathleen Sechler
Ben & Sharon Serratore
Lisa Sharfstein
John Sheehan
Karen & James Sheppard

The Mt. Lebanon Public Library Board of Trustees, the Friends of the Mt. Lebanon Public  
Library, and the library staff offer sincere thanks to the generous individuals, organizations, 
and foundations that contributed to the library in 2021. Each gift, no matter the size, is impor-
tant in helping our library carry out its mission and serve the community. We are grateful for 

the unflagging support of our many donors. Thank you!
Great care has been taken in preparing these lists to ensure they are accurate. If you believe there is an error, please contact the library 
at 412-531-1912.
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Kevin & Nancy Sidow
Terri Sigal
Jerry & Ina Silver
Adele Silz
Susan Simons
Mary Sinnett-Brush
Denis Skorskiy & Irina Skorskaya
Richard and Mary Skubak
The Smith Family
Christa Smith
Olivia Smith
Cathy Snyder
Stephen & Susan Sobina
John & Lisa Sonetti
Thomas & Nancy Songer
Anita Srikameswaran
Michael Stabile
Monica & James Stein
Lisa Steinfeld
Holly Stern
Donna Stewart
Geraldine Stoner
Beverly Sullivan
Martha Sweeney
Tahniat & Tasneem Syed
Sophia Tambouratzis
Edmund Taylor
Robert & April Taylor
Jeffrey Thayer
Barbara Thompson
Diane Tighe
Jan & George Titonis
Sol & Linette Toder
Lois Treloar
Thomas & Janice Trempus
Aralene Trostle
Mark & Linda Trumbull
Marci Ulery
Meredith Vance
Mary Jane Vangura
Richard & Nicole Virgi
Ruth Wagner
John & Irene Wall
Ellen Warner
Grace Watson
David & Connie Webb
Daniel & Janet Wehner
Margaret Weigner
Glenn Wells
Marcia West
Roselyn Wilkinson
Ray Winovich
Gretchen Woeste
James & Darlene Wood
James and Kathi Workman
Linda Wostein
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Wright
Michael Young
Xiaolin Zang
JoAnn Znoy
 

donors who supported 
the 2021 garden tour
Anonymous (10)
Lydia Balogh
Norman Belt & Johnie Champ
Dee Borman
Chuck & Jill Brodbeck
Laurie & Frank Bruns
Daniel & Michele Bursick
Jim & Mary Ciesar
Elizabeth Donohue
Mary Beth Dougherty
Dorothy Fels

Betty Fischer
Richard & Barbara Garlitz
The John Gearhart Family
Claudette & Joseph Gray
Normajean & John Graybill
Jim & Kristin Henson
Mike & Maragaret Hooton
Eileen Jacobs
Kevin & Lorna Kearns
Barbara Logan
Nancy & Jim Lutz
Mary Menk
Cherie & Gary Moshier
Dr. Nancy Z. Nelson
Eleanor & Ed Nemeth
Patricia K. Nichols
Chuck & Linda Potter
Eve Reynolds
Lori & Bob Shure
Wilfried & Gail Sieg
Bonnie & Tom Van Kirk
Jon & Carol Walton
Elaine Wertheim
Anne & Sam Zacharias
Rich & Becky Zahren

donors who supported 
the 2021 love your 
library campaign
Sharon Abraham
Cheri Acray made in memory of Allan 
Acray
Munawwar M. Akhtar
Cathy Altmeyer
Wayne Amtzis
Helen Andrews
Dianne Arnold made in memory of 
Sandra Swetland
Ellie Bahm
Joyce Baker
John Battaglia & M. Ellen Tarpey
Mary & John Becker
Mary Bermel
Carole A. Bernabei
David E. Berry made in memory of 
Linda Berry
Rudy & Pam Bilich
Nancy Bleakley made in memory of 
Joe Wertheim
Susan & Richard Bloom
Valerie Blue made in honor of the 
Library’s Volunteer Gardeners
Alex Blue made in honor of Sharon 
Bruni
Jennifer Bolas
Dee Borman
George Ann Bower
Chuck & Jill Brodbeck
Elizabeth Brooks
Karen & Robert Brown
Laurie & Frank Bruns
Annajane Camino
R. Jill Campbell
Carol Capson
Yvonne Carroll
Nancy L. Carroll
Claude Carson
Sharon Caspar
Lourdes Castellanos
Jamie Cherrone
Alyson Chirumbolo
Susan Choi
Karen Christensen
Jim & Mary Ciesar
Stuart and Cathryn Coblin
Karen Cooper
John & Mary Crist

Lynn Crogan
Diane & Larry Dattilo
Sally Dawson
Gary & Joan Defilippo
Emma DeFrange
Jim DelBianco
Judith Delestienne
Lori Deluca
Becca Dick-Hurwitz
Catherine Didycz
Carmen DiGiacomo
Michael & Cynthia Donahoe
Timothy & Gretchen Donahoe
Mary Dougherty
William J. & Maureen P. Dumbaugh
Joan Echard
Gretchen Eckert
Margaret Ellison made in honor of 
Eleanor Ellison
Kelly Elphinstone
Donna Erisman made in memory of 
William J. DiSanti Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Craig A. Ezell
Mindy Fall
Susan Farrell
Nancy K. Faust
Stephanie Fedro-Byrom
Carol Feltz
Rina Ferrarelli and Caterina Provost
Lynda Fife
Michelle Fogle
Sheila Forester made in memory of 
Sandra Swetland
Leeann Foster
Foster Elementary School PTA
Patty Fox made in memory of Mel 
Butz, Grace Ripple, and Carole 
Wagner
Mark & Marilyn Francis
Melodie Frankovich
Jennifer Franz
Kathleen Gannon
Flannery Pillion-Gardner
Laurie Garvey
The John Gearhart Family
Diane Gerber
Victoria Gettinger
Jacqueline Goslin
Joseph & Claudette Gray
Karen Greenberg
Donna Greene
Rose M. Griffith
Joyce Grimm
Marcia S. Grupp made in memory of 
Anita & Edward Grupp
Lori Hartman
Mary C. Harwick
Richard Headley
Mary-Jo Hennessy
Marilyn Hill
Jennifer Hisdorf
Betsy Hohlfelder
Bill & Connie Hoon
Carole Hopey
Chienchiao Hsu
Penelope Hunt
Geoffrey Hurd
Ian Hurley
Janet Jai
Lisa John
Alyssa Jones made in honor of Connie 
Watterson
Evan & Jessica Jones
Vicky Judd
Robert Junker made in honor of An-
nabelle, Reid & Vincent
Nancy Karras made in honor of Rachel 
Karras
Jodi & Todd Kart
Lorna Kearns

Robert & Joanne Keenan
Polly Kelly made in memory of Jacque 
Hutchins
Natalie Kukla
Leslie Ann Kunkel
Sylbia Kunst
Jessie Kuan-Ling Kuo & Wen Fu Kuo
Kathleen LaCava
Sally Lamond & Chuck McDermott
Lauren LaRoche
Kenneth & Audrey Levarse
Mt. Lebanon Lions Club
Barbara Logan
Wendy Long
Deborah Lutz
Rita Madak
Caroline & David Mayer
Kathy & Peter Mays
Rosemarie & Angela Mazza made in 
memory of Jacqu Hutchins
Paul C. McBeth III
Mark and Mary Ann McCloskey
Linda McIntyre-Bobak
William McKain made in memory of 
William and Helen McKain
Wilma McNeese
Mellon Middle School PTA
Christine Menand
Mary Kay Mitchell made in memory 
of Jeanne Shaffer
Patricia and Craig Miyamoto
Melissa Mizwa made in honor of 
Hazel & Penn Kohen Mizwa
Pam & Steve Moore
Katherine Morin made in memory of 
George Morin
Peggy Morycz
Cherie & Gary Moshier
LuAnn Mudrak
Chris Mullin
Gail Murawski
Barbara Murken
Eleanor & Ed Nemeth
Patricia Nichols
Joyce Niedzwecki
Robert Nielsen
Kathleen Ober
Susan O’Connell
Patricia O’Connell
Mary O’Connor
Sally & Bob O’Gara
Judith Jones-Osthoff
John O’Toole
A. J. Pajak
Helen Palascak
Lina Pascoli
James Patton made in honor of the 
dedicated, helpful staff at the library.
Rosemary & Vincent Penascino
Linda & Chuck Potter
Rosemary Prager made in memory of 
Sandra Swetland
Rick & Vera Purcell
Barbara Raco
Mary Ann Raymer
Kathryn Rector
David and Marie Reese
Zita Reis
Regina Reitmeyer made in memory of 
Sandra Swetland
Erin Rentschler
Bethany Repcheck
Eve Reynolds
Helen Richardson
Janice Robin
Sue Robinson made in memory of Joe 
Wertheim
Arlene Romilly
Anna Rutledge
Alexander & Grace Sakal
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Jane & Harish Saluja
Lynne Schardt
Mary Ellen & Bill Schmidt
Ronald & Debra Schneider
Denise Sedlak made in memory of 
Robert A. Sedlak
Arlene V. Shingleton
Robert & Lori Shure
Amy Sidwell
Steven Silverman
Paul Sklar
Ted & Elaine Sofis
Maureen Staub made in memory of 
Sue Harper & Katie Greer
Bronya Strosnider
Lisa Sweeney
Sophia Tambouratzis
Teresa Thomas
Patty & Roman Timm
James & Barbara Tinnemeyer made in 
memory of Linda Berry
Nancy & Charles Trau
Thomas Trempus
Jane Viehman
Erin Vuono
Luetta Waddell made in memory of 
David McKibben
George Walczak
Alfred & Connie Watterson
Bob Weet
Mary Weinheimer
Cynthia and Michael Weisfield
Elaine Wertheim
Rachel White
Dale Williams
Linda Wolf
Women’s Club of Mt. Lebanon 
Darlene Wood
Jennifer Yocca
Ann & Sam Zacharias
Alexia Zacharias made in honor of 
Susan Tracey

donors who gave to the 
2021 give big pittsburgh 
day of giving
Anonymous (15)
Lynn & Carl Bahm
Michael & Vi Bikerman
Claudia Broman
Karen & Robert Brown
Aubrey Buberniak
Dr. Daniel & Mrs. Laura Buerger 
Jehnie Burns
Laurie Carroll
Kathy & Jason Cort
Cosentino Family
Jim DelBianco
Peter DiNardo
Jamie L. Fargo
Barbara L. Folb
Bonnie Gordon
Marcia Grupp
Kellerman Hackwelder Family
Mary Harwick 
Brian Horvath
Janet Jai
Gail & Phil Jones
Loretta Kapp
Patricia Kerber 
Robert A. Kushner
Meghan Larsen-Reidy
Robert Lauver and Marina Nielsen
Barbara Logan
David Luther
Angela Mazza

Rosemarie Mazza
Darla Hamilton McCormack
Wilma McNeese
Kathy Ober
Alice Ognibene
Christine Patti
The Poliziani Family
Mike & Kathy Prentiss
Judy Press
Stacey Reibach
The Ressler Family
Eve Reynolds 
Elizabeth Romig
Mary Anne Shrensky
Susan Simons
Priya Sukumaran
Sara Taylor
Katherine Thomas
The Thomas Family
Claire & Melvin Vatz
Rebecca & Steve Wanovich
M. Constance Watterson

donors who gave gifts 
in memory of friends of 
mt. lebanon library  
president david mckibben
Gretchen Beck
Margaret Bennett
Susan Bloom
Dee Borman
Sharon Bruni
Shirley B. Campbell and Lynn A. Bell
Allen & Rita Cobbett
Cathryn & Stuart Coblin
Sean & Nicky Donoghue
Cheryl Dugoni
Deborah Edwards
Dorothy Fels
Corey & Andrew Flynn
Joe & Mary Francis
Friends of the Mt. Lebano Public 
Library
Gary & Twila Garletts
Normajean & John Graybill
Margaret Hamilton
Mary Harwick
Constance & William Hoon
Will Joseph
Laura Lilley
Kathy Mays
Cherie & Gary Moshier
Marina Nielsen
Jean Obringer
Jeanette Patsakis
Zita Reis
Cynthia & Jerome Richey
Richard & Linda Ruffalo
William & Janet Seath
Melody Snyder
Dr. Angela Stout
Deborah Studen-Pavlovich & George 
Pavlovich
Doug & Sally Taylor
Luetta Waddell
Elaine Wertheim
Jim & Peggy Wojcik
Dorothy Zenkevich

donors who gave gifts 
in honor/memory of 
loved ones
•	 Cheri Acray in memory of Allan 

Acray.
•	 Jean Baldwin in memory of 

Jeanne Shaffer.
•	 The Balfe Family in honor of Dr. 

Karl and Mrs. Ann Fox.
•	 David Berry in memory of Mrs. 

Linda Berry.
•	 Misi Bielich in honor of Jaymie 

McElroy.
•	 Brandy Brett in honor of Krista 

Hartline.
•	 John & Maureen Brown in 

memory of Jean Shaffer.
•	 Kirsten Bruder in memory of 

Kurt and Alice Kerner.
•	 Alice Burger in memory of 

Elmer B. Burger II.
•	 Patricia Cain in memory of Ann 

Frances McCombs.
•	 Jean Chess in honor of the mar-

riage of Karna Goldsmith and 
Donald Ickert.

•	 Ellen Christian in memory of 
Anne Winkelstein.

•	 James & Mary Crowley in 
memory of Laura Crowley.

•	 Carol Dougher in honor of Judy 
Williams.

•	 Deborah Edwards in memory of 
Earla Renckly.

•	 Donna Erisman in memory of 
William J. DiSanti Sr.

•	 Mr. & Mrs. Craig Ezell in 
memory of Ralph W. Theophilus.

•	 Laryn & Moses Finder in 
memory of Ann Winkelstein. 

•	 Patty Fox in memory of Mel 
Butz, Grace Ripple, and Carole 
Wagner.

•	 Scott & Ginnie Frederick in 
memory of Lauren Ferguson 
Mosey.

•	 Kent Frosch in memory of Mark 
Salva.

•	 Andrew & Sandra Gans in 
memory of Andrew Gans.

•	 Harry Gaughan in honor of Fran-
ces Gaughan.

•	 Martin Gaynor in memory of 
Elaine Gaynor.

•	 Marcia Grupp in memory of 
Anita & Edward Grupp.

•	 Martha Hartlaub in honor of the 
Bigham Family.

•	 Cindy & Tom Hinds in honor of 
Luke & Katie Hagy.

•	 Marie Hower in honor of Greta 
Hower.

•	 Bess Joftis in honor of Minda 
Fall.

•	 Gail Jones in honor of Lucy T. 
Jones.

•	 Alyssa Jones in honor of Connie 
Watterson.

•	 Robert Junker in honor of An-
nabelle, Reid & Vincent.

•	 Nancy Karras in honor of Rachel 
Karras.

•	 Polly Kelly in memory of Jacque 
Hutchins.

•	 Karen Kerestes in memory of 
Michael Kerestes.

•	 The Lerach Family in memory of 
Judith I. Lerach.

•	 Jim & Nancy Lutz made in 
memory of Ernest Babich.

•	 Eleanor Mattern  in memory of 
Albert R. Veverka.

•	 Rosemarie & Angela Mazza in 
memory of Daniel Gillette.

•	 Rosemarie & Angela Mazza in 
memory of Jacque Hutchins.

•	 Mark & Mary Ann McCloskey in 
memory of Mary McHugh.

•	 Robert McDowell in honor of 
Peter McDowell.

•	 The McDowell Family Fund in 
honor of Peter McDowell.

•	 William McKain in memory of 
William and Helen McKain.

•	 Dan Miller & Mary Ann Basits in 
memory of Robert Roche.

•	 Melissa Mizwa in honor of Hazel 
& Penn Kohen Mizwa.

•	 Mt. Lebanon Council of Re-
publican Women in memory of 
Audrey Meade, Yvonne Bonnie 
Amos, and Ruth Henry.

•	 Mt. Lebanon Public Library 
Shakespeare Readers Group in 
memory of Lois Lehrman.

•	 The Petrie Family in memory of 
Kerri Duvall.

•	 Elizabeth & John Porter in 
memory of Jacque Hutchins.

•	 Lauren & Kyle Pusateri-Nilson 
in memory of Lyra.

•	 John Ricci in honor of Caleb & 
Grant Shafer.

•	 Arlene Romilly in memory of 
Nancy Hrinya Tannery.

•	 Denise Sedlak in memory of 
Robert A. Sedlak.

•	 Erin O’Shea Starzynski in honor 
of Judy O’Shea.

•	 Maureen Staub in memory of 
Sue Harper & Katie Greer.

•	 Eugene & Emily Stevick in 
memory of Linda Rae Berry.

•	 Eugene & Emily Stevick in 
memory of Mary Neemes 
DiPasquale.

•	 Jody & Rick Sunseri in memory 
of Jean Henry.

•	 Third Tuesday Book Club in 
memory of Shirley Ann Cherry.

•	 Teresa Thomas in memory of 
Jacob Senediak.

•	 Teresa Thomas in memory of 
William R. Thomas.

•	 Teresa Thomas in memory of 
Ronald Watzman.

•	 James & Barbara Tinnemeyer in 
memory of Linda Berry.

•	 Rana Grossman Tonti in memory 
of Howard Hillstein.

•	 Shannon VanKirk in memory of 
Inez Harmon.

•	 Ken & Nancy Vonderporten in 
memory of Alan & Jean Wright.

•	 Wednesday Book Club in 
memory of Earla Renckly.

•	 Alexia Zacharias in honor of 
Susan Tracey.

donors in memory of  
sandra swetland

•	 Tina Antenucci and Family
•	 Jean & Roger Kronz
•	 Ethan & Victoria Hertz
•	 Nancy & Phillip Vaccaro
•	 Mary Beth Veri
•	 Donna Steart
•	 Dolores Somma
•	 Regina Reitmeyer
•	 Rosemary Prager
•	 Ann Pentz
•	 Nancy Seifert
•	 Mary Lou Jason
•	 Liz Hric
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 thank 
you!

•	 Diane Arnold
•	 Sheila Forester 

donors in memory of  
seymour (sy) clark 
•	 Ellie Bahm
•	 The Bahm Family
•	 Harvey A. Wolsh
•	 Jane West
•	 Dan & Susan Steele
•	 Robert Shure
•	 Richard Lerach
•	 Karen Larsen
•	 Nancy Garfinke
•	 Ronald Flucker
•	 Brian & Laura Davidson
•	 Center Court Tennis Team
•	 Brianna Brown

donors in memory of susan fretterd

•	 Edward Blank
•	 Norina Daubner
•	 Susan Gill
•	 Patti & Keith Korintus
•	 Eleanor & Ed Nemeth
•	 Eileen Jacobs
•	 Helen Jean Hensel

donors in memory of joe wertheim

•	 Nancy Bleakley 
•	 Dr. David & Louise Horvath 

Family Fund 
•	 Doug & Mary Kay Mitchell
•	 Sue Robinson 

donors in memory of frank  
guadagnino

•	 Susan Kabazie 
•	 Thomas & Elizabeth Olden 
•	 John & Barbara O’Sullivan 
•	 Elizabeth Durr

donors in honor of the library staff

•	 Thelma Herlich 
•	 Kathy Hrabovsky 
•	 James Patton 
•	 Alan & Bunny Schorr (for pro-

viding engaging zoom programs 
and access to ACORN).

•	 Helen Palascak in honor of the 
librarians who chose the Kanopy 
and Acorn digital subscriptions

•	 Helen Palascak in honor of  
Ginnie Fickman

donors in honor of the library’s 
volunteer gardeners

•	 M. Paula Fitzgerald 
•	 Valerie Blue

THE YEAR IN PHOTOS

In October, staff and board members dressed in costume to march in the 
municipality’s annual Pumpkin Patch Parade.

Our Concerts in the Courtyard series resumed Thursday nights in August. 

Better than Google: Our reference librarians provide help—and answers 
to all questions—with a smile. From left: Laurie Schultz, Elizabeth Krebs, 
Sharon Bruni, Sarah McGowan, Sharon Verminski-Wilson. Not pictured: 
Eric Meisberger.   
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Our courtyard, which is a certified Wildlife 
Habitat, draws people as well as bunnies, 
squirrels,and the occasional heron.

We used the exterior of the library for Nature Bingo, 
a teen Harry Potter Trivia Walk, a Halloween obstacle 
course, and other fun activities for children and teens. 

Our Casual Classical series in the courtyard showcased 
young local musicians performing informal concerts.

The spring and fall plant sales filled Room A with color  
(and lots of woolly caterpillars!). The spring sale raised 
$6,494; the fall sale $2,530.

Our spring plant sale raised $6,494. Pictured are sale chair 
Linda Binek, left, and library board member Christine 
Menand.

We officially went fine free in June after having 
stopped collecting fines in March 2020.
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With COVID-19 cases on the rise, we moved our Hal-
loween festivities to the courtyard and parking lot. We 
offered several stations with different activities—from 
story times to crafts—at each one.

With meeting rooms and story time room closed due 
to COVID-19, our outside spaces proved invaluable. 
Above, Librarian “Miss Elizabeth” Schwertfuehrer 
hosts a story time in the courtyard.

Our children’s staff will find the right book for every 
kid no matter his or her age! Seated: Connie Mathews 
and Dana Jones. Standing from left: Elizabeth Schw-
ertfuehrer, Katie Donahoe, Rachel Blier, Holly Vis-
nesky, Bev Wilhelm. 

We took our children’s puppet shows out on the road. 
Here Librarian Connie Mathews entertains some  
children at a Beverly Road First Friday event.

Children’s Librarians Rachel Blier (front) and Dana 
Jones paint a Halloween obstacle course on the side-
walks surrounding the library.

THE YEAR IN PHOTOS: CHILDREN’S

Children’s Librarian 
Rachel Blier works 
the craft table at the 
Mt. Lebanon Artist 
Market in October. 
INSET: A finished 
project.
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